
Know Before Whom You Stand 

“Know Before Whom You Stand” Is written in Hebrew in many synagogues throughout history 

and today over the ark where the Torah is kept.  The phrase is derived from Moses interaction 

with God in Exodus chapter 3. 

In November 1938 Hitler enacted an order which ordered the destruction of Jewish 

Synagogues, Hospitals, Schools, businesses, etc.  This was night was called “Kristallnacht” The 

night of broken glass or crystal night.  Hitler previously had been pairing his Gestapo “Political 

Police” with the German Police to ensure his orders were carried out.  Hitler ordered Police and 

Fireman to stand down and not interfered with this order being carried out. One German Police 

Commander during “Kristallnacht” refused to allow a synagogue to be destroyed and he was 

forced into retirement after the incident. 

In two days and nights, more than 1,000 synagogues were burned or otherwise damaged. 

Rioters ransacked and looted about 7,500 Jewish businesses, killed at least 91 Jews, and 

vandalized Jewish hospitals, homes, schools, and cemeteries. The attackers were often 

neighbors. Some 30,000 Jewish males aged 16 to 60 were arrested.  

 

 

Exodus 3:1-15 

When we stand before God we are exposed, just like Moses.  Picture Jesus hanging on a cross 

even this is a humbling example of how exposed Jesus was because of our sin, not his. 

I AM: God cannot be confined by one name; however he identifies himself with Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob so that Moses can understand who God is.  He relates to the relationship these 

figures had with God.  He knows more about who he is communicating with because of the 

covenant between these men. 

This year I was able to tour the Holocaust 

Museum with my FBINA class and view a 

wooden ark that held a Torah during 

“Kristallnacht” and had the inscription; 

“Know Before Whom You Stand”.  The 

inscription was damaged and chopped by 

those who carried out Hitler’s order. 

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) brings 

tours of police officers and doctors through 

the Holocaust Museum to educate them on 

how it’s possible for an entire profession 

and nation to enact hate. I took this picture 

August 13th 2019 and it was a very powerful 

reminder that we all stand before God 

someday. 

 



Luke 19:45-48  

Luke 20:1-8 

Jesus authority is challenged on what authority he drives those out of the temple. 

Jesus up to this point had demonstrated for 3 years that he had authority from Heaven by signs 

and miracles, but the religious authorities did not want to know or see this authority. 

Luke 20:9-12 

The owner (God) of the vineyard (Earth) wanted “some of the fruit” or in other translations, the 

owner “wanted his share of the vineyard” 

When God asks for his share from you, Do you hold back?  

Do you stand before God and say, “Here I am!” like Moses. Are you ready to be exposed before 

God? Are you prepared to give God the share he demands? 

God sent the prophets to remind us that we are in his vineyard and he wants our share, 

unfortunately we treated the prophets shamefully. 

1 Kings 18:1-15  Elijah & Obadiah 

NIV v. 15  “…as the Lord Almighty lives, whom I serve”  

ELT v. 15  “…as the Lord of hosts lives, Before whom I stand”  

Obadiah was protecting Gods prophets and hiding them but he was serving God in secret.  

Elijah had to remind him it was time to serve him in the open and give his share.  This may have 

cost Obadiah his life, however the encouragement from Elijah and the fact that he stands 

before God gives him the strength to do what God asks.  God uses others in our life to challenge 

us that he is who we need to be concerned with. God is who we stand before. 

This act sets the stage for one of the most important showdowns of how God is God and false 

Gods are empty and meaningless. 

1 Kings 18:27-39  

Here is prophet God used to remind the people who owns the vineyard. 

1 Kings 19:1-13 

Despite the amazing display of God’s superiority even Elijah needs to be reminded by God who 

he stands before.  God meets Elijah’s physical needs of food and rest to send him on a journey 

for 40 days.  Don’t neglect your physical needs, ensure we are mindful of our brothers and 

sisters physical needs. 



Then God passes by Elijah to remind him who he is and asks, “What are you doing here?”  Is 

God asking you, why are you here? When you should be doing what he calls you to do, are you 

giving God his share? 

Luke 20:13-19  

God then has to send his Son and we kill him because we do not submit to him. 

If we don’t submit to God’s authority the vineyard will be taken away from us 

Luke 20:27-28 

Jesus reminds us that Moses interaction with God during the burning bush that God is the God 

of the living. 

We have been studying Jesus all year as a church, Think about how much less we would know 

about God if he didn’t send his cherished son to the vineyard?  Think about how Jesus 

interaction with God on Earth teaches us more about God so we can Know Before Whom We 

Stand 

 


